
Every year the magic of the Christmas Season takes shape during 
the first weekend in December in Sparta, NJ. The German Christmas 
Market has transformed the area into the premier holiday market des-

tination in the tristate region for more than 15 years – literally putting Sparta 
on the map from a national standpoint. And more recently, the Toys for Tots 
Operation Toy Train has found a new home in Sparta drawing families from 
near and far to experience the magic of Santa arriving on a toy-filled train 
while supporting the less fortunate children in the surrounding community. 
2018 marks the convergence of both events as the German Christmas Mar-
ket expands to the Sparta Train Station and the Operation Toy Train returns 
during the first weekend in December. 

Sussex County’s Destination for Operation Toy Train & 
New Satellite Location for the German Christmas Market 2018

2017 Highlights - Toys for Tots Operation Toy Train 
For the second consecutive year, the Sparta Train Station welcomed 
hundreds of attendees to its annual Operation Toy Train event when 
Santa arrived on a toy-filled train as part of the U.S. Marine Corps Re-
serve Foundation’s Toys for Tots drive. Santa Claus and members of 
Company “G”, 2nd Battalion, 25th Marines greeted everyone and ac-
cepted more than 1300 toys for 2017 campaign which was directed 
to Project Self-Sufficiency’s Season of Hope Toy Drive and distributed 
throughout Sussex County.
 As the final stop of the day for Operation Toy Train, Sparta 
Train Station hosted a culminating community event during the sea-
son of giving marked by a record-breaking 17,734 toys collected on 
the train that day.  Families who attended the event brought toys and  
took part in many activities offered including seasonal music sing-a-
lings, arts and crafts, ice carving, a festive food tasting and the oppor-
tunity for families to meet Santa while helping those in need this holi-
day season.

SPARTA TRAIN STATION
 3RD ANNUAL EVENT COMING IN 2018 TO THE



“Operation Toy Train a hit with children, adults” – New Jersey Herald December 3, 2017
Full Article: http://www.njherald.com/20171203/operation-toy-train-a-hit-with-children-adults

SPARTA -- As a train full of toys pulled up to the Sparta Train Station at 
about 3:15 p.m. Saturday, dozens of children looked through the fence 
in anticipation of a sighting of Santa Claus.
 Finally, after several minutes -- which must have felt like sev-
eral hours to the kids -- the big man in the bright red suit appeared from 
one of the train’s cars, eliciting applause from the adults and excited 
stares from the children in the crowd.
 Santa’s appearance was the highlight of the second annual 
Toys for Tots Operation Toy Train event, held at the train station. The 
event featured six different craft tables, face painting from Alpine Mon-
tessori and even a live ice carving demonstration from Decorative Flairs 
Ice Sculpting by Bob Johnson, among other attractions.
 Diane Bose, of Lafayette, attended the event with her hus-
band, Curt, and her two children: Zachary, 6, and Sarah, 3. She was 
impressed by all the different activities offered and believed the kids 
enjoyed them, too.
 “This was really cool,” Bose said. “(Zachary and Sarah) are 
staring at the ice sculpting right now and are fascinated to watch the 
ice sculptor. ... It’s just a really cute, fun, family-friendly event.” The two 
kids also got a chance to see Santa and tell him what they wanted for 
Christmas.

WHAT PEOPLE ARE SAYING ABOUT 

OPERATION TOY TRAIN

Photo by Jake West/New Jersey Herald Tom Antonello, 3, of Sparta, 
waves as a train filled with toys pulls into the Sparta Train Station 
on Saturday for the second annual Toys for Tots Operation Toy Train 
event. The toys on the train will be distributed to Sussex County 
children through Project Self-Sufficiency’s Season of Hope Toy Shop.

“Toy Train carries delight for kids and hope for families – The Sparta Independent December 6, 2017 
Full Article: http://www.spartaindependent.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20171206/NEWS01/171209972/

Toy-train-carries-delight-for-kids-and-hope-for-families

SPARTA — “Santa didn’t come on a sleigh on Saturday. He came in a 
train filled with toys, and when the children gathered saw the bright 
yellow engine steaming up the track the looks of joy in their eyes 
were priceless…
 Project Self-Sufficiency Board of Directors member, the 
Honorable Lorraine Parker, J.A.D. (retired) was on hand to watch 
the magic as volunteer “elves” hauled toys from train to truck. 
 “This is the best community effort. It’s more than you can 
imagine and helps so many families,” she said.
 For those who enjoyed Saturday’s arrival of Santa, a cup of 
coco and carolers, there was also a humbling revelation that there 
are many children who, if not for this initiative, would not receive a 
toy this holiday season.”



VISITS & PHOTOS WITH SANTA

LIVE MUSICAL PERFORMANCES

FOOD TRUCKS

ARTS & CRAFTS WORKSHOPS

HORSE & CARRIAGE RIDES

OPERATION TOY TRAIN & MUCH MORE!

With the foundation of the successful Operation Toy Train event slated for Saturday, December 1, we are looking forward to building on 
our community offering by bringing new attractions to the Train Station to pave the way for the German Christmas Market vendors. In 
addition to more than 6,000 square feet of indoor, dedicated space for vendors and attendees, we plan to attract and delight attendees 
with the best that the holiday season has to offer including:

OUR PLANS FOR 2018

To Learn More About the Sparta Train Station Please Visit  www.SpartaTrainStation.com

“There was also a humbling revelation that there are 
many children who, if not for this initiative, would 
not receive a toy this holiday season”    
           -  Lorraine Parker

ICE CARVING SHUTTLE BUS TO LAKE MOHAWK


